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   Today’s edition begins the wrap up of legislation written about during the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly. For newcomers to Colorado or this website, the General Assembly meets annually for 120 days and adjourned this year on May 8th (erroneously stated in earlier editions as May 9th). The 2013 session was the most volatile since this writer began Eye on the Legislature in 2005. 

   Gun control and civil unions received by far the most attention and time of legislators, but the 19 marijuana-related bills are right up there in the running. “Asleep at the wheel” and “already out-of-control” cannot even begin to describe the predicament Colorado finds itself in regarding the marijuana issue. The detrimental impact on quality of life in “Colorful Colorado” will soon rear its ugly head, recognized all too late, mark this writer’s words. 
House Bill 13-1010:  Signed by Governor Hickenlooper on March 8th, HB 1010 gets rid of what can only be described as an archaic law, of which there are still far too many on the books. Current law enacted in 1893 required that Boards of County Commissioners of each county in the state advertise annually in the official newspaper for bids for supplying office supplies. Yeah! Also repealed was the requirement to enter into a new contract for provisions of stationary supplies annually, and county officers were prohibited from purchasing stationary supplies. Do you suppose there were stationary and office supply lobbyists back in 1893? 

House Bill 13-1078:  Postponed indefinitely (killed) early in the session on February 6th, HB 1078 would have repealed the Colorado Health Benefits Exchange Act passed in 2011. Never say die, pardon the pun.   

House Bill 13-1089:  Also postponed indefinitely early in the session (February 5th), HB 1089 would have created the K-12 Academic Freedom Act and the Higher Education Act. There apparently was resistance to informing students of scientific evidence and concern about teaching some scientific subjects such as biological evolution, the chemical origins of life, global warming and human cloning, as provided for in the HB 1089. Creating an environment for students that encourages scientific questioning, critical thinking skills and the ability to respond appropriately and respectfully to differences of opinion on controversial issues in science education may have been a little too advanced for this session’s legislators.

Senate Bill 13-012: Signed by the Governor on March 22nd, SB 012 expands the mandatory reporting requirements regarding suspected child abuse and neglect by youth sports organizations to personnel positions in private sports organizations, including director, coach, assistant coach or athletic personnel. The bill also imposes a class 4 misdemeanor on mandatory reporters who fail to report abuse or neglect.
House Bill 13-1018: Postponed indefinitely on March 8th, HB 1018 would have imposed regulations regarding the use of groundwater produced during oil and gas operations (produced water) for dust suppression on unpaved roads in rural areas. If passed, standards promulgated by the Solid Hazardous Waste Commission of the Department of Public Health would have prevented the discharge of pollutants into state waters and minimized the public’s exposure to naturally occurring radioactive material contained in produced water. The maximum concentration could not have  exceeded the federal Environmental Protection Agency’s standard for soil application. 
Senate Bill 13-016:  We can all be thankful for the early kill of SB 016. Postponed on February 6th, it concerned the use of guidance systems to drive a motor vehicle which would have freed up drivers to use a wireless telephone as well as allowing text messaging while the car is in motion using a guidance system. The bill did not address the conflicts with current law regarding the use of wireless telephones and texting while driving. 
Senate Bill 13-051:  Sadly, SB 05 was postponed indefinitely on April 18th. Passage would have required local fire departments to conduct an annual fire inspection of all licensed medical and recreational marijuana cultivation facilities and registered primary caregiver medical marijuana cultivation locations. The legislative fiscal impact analysis suggested that local government might end up having to subsidize inspections of large cultivation operations. Safety of residents apparently was not of concern.
Senate Bill 13-132:  Killing SB 132 means less discretion for county assessors in Colorado which “is a good thing.” Referenced in the bill was House Bill 11-1146 which required the exclusion of two acres of residential property from agricultural land where the residence is not integral to an agricultural operation on the overall parcel of land. 
   According to the legislative state and local impact analysis, implementation of HB 11-1146 increased property tax revenue to local governments, and resulted in 37 of Colorado’s 64 counties reporting changes in valuation based on reclassification. 

House Bill 13-1085: Postponed indefinitely on April 3rd, HB 1085 would have changed current law – the crime of possession of weapons by previous offenders applied to all felony convictions, to limit the applicable felonies to those under the Victim’s Rights Act, as well as burglary, arson or any felony involving the use of force or a deadly weapon. 

House Bill 13-1088:  Signed by the Governor on March 15th, HB 1088 establishes a health disparities program to provide prevention, early detection and treatment of cancer and cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases to the under-represented population.” The legislation declaration makes these magnanimous acknowledgments:  “Mounting evidence demonstrates that factors such as economic, physical and social environment play a significant role in health, and if addressed, can create better health outcomes.” “Vulnerable populations that are currently identified by race, ethnicity, gender identity, disability status and socioeconomic status, among others, experience poorer health status outcomes.” 
Yet, where does Washington cut first?  Certainly not the billions in foreign aid!         
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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